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FENNY DRAYTON

The small village of Fenny Drayton is situated about one 
mile east of the Watling street, which at this point forms the 
western boundary of the county of Leicester as well as of the 
parish of Fenny Drayton; it is 3 miles east by south from 
Atherstone and six miles north-west from Hinckley. The area 
of the parish is 1133 acres and the population in 1911 was 113.

The village is best known to the outside world as having 
been the birth-place, in the month of July, 1624, of George Fox, 
the founder of the Society of Friends; but the objectof this Article is 
to draw the attention of the members of the Archaeological Society 
to the interesting but little known! memorials in the church of the 
family of Purefey, who, from the commencement of the 15th 
century to the close of the 17th, held at first one moiety and 
later the entire manor of Fenny Drayton under the chief lordship 
of the honor of Winchester held by the Ferrers of Groby.

The name Purefey is spelt in a variety of ways in the rolls. 
Purfrey, Purfey and Purefoy occur as variants of the name, and 
the family was settled at Misterton at the beginning of the 14th 
century and probably earlier. By a fortunate marriage with 
Margaret, daughter and heir of John de Shireford, in the middle 
of the 14th century, Philip Purefey of Misterton added the manor 
of Shireford to his paternal inheritance at Misterton. He served 
on the Commission of the Peace for co. Leicester from 1354 to 
1361 and for co. Warwick from 1364 to 1375. Dugdale tells us 
that Philip was steward to Ralph, earl Stafford, for holding his 
courts, so probably he was a lawyer by profession. 1

Philip Purefey had two sons, William Purefey, the elder son, 
who continued the line at Shireford and Misterton, and Thomas 
Purefey, the younger son, who, in 1397, acquired a moiety of 
the manor of Fenny Drayton from the family of Wellesburgh

Hist, of Warwickshire, I, p. 54.
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who had held it for over one hundred years. By the fine levied 
on this occasion John Wellesburgh and Elisabeth his wife sold 
the reversion of their moiety of the manors of Fenny Drayton 
and Wellesburgh to Thomas Purefey and his heirs for ever, 
reserving to John and Elisabeth the life interest in the manors 
at a yearly rent of a rose at the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.

According to Nichols' history John Purefey, the great grand 
son of this Thomas Purefey, purchased the other moiety of the 
manor of Fenny Drayton from William Hussey, of Flintham, 
co. Notts., in June, 1495, from which date the Purefeys held the 
entire manor. 2

Dugdale tells us that Thomas Purefey bought not only the 
moiety of the manor from John Wellesburgh but, by a deed dated 
at Fenny Drayton on the feast of St. James, 1397, the arms of 
Wellesburgh as well, viz., Or, three piles Gules, and upon a 
canton Argent, a mullet Sable. These arms have ever since 
been borne by Thomas Purefey's descendants quarterly with 
their own arms, viz., Sable, three pair of gauntlets clipping or 
joined together Argent. This, however, was not the original 
coat of arms of the Purefeys, which was Azure, three stirrups 
Or. The clipping gauntlets were adopted in allusion to the 
surname " Pure Foy."3

Thomas Purefey was certainly trained as a lawyer, and 
Nichols says that he was a fellow of the Middle Temple. He 
served on the Commission of the Peace for co. Warwick from 
1387 to 1414, by which time he had doubtless taken up his 
residence in Fenny Drayton.

On the east wall of the north aisle of Fenny Drayton church 
is a panel in an alabaster frame with the arms of Purefey which 
purports to give " the names and dates of the decease of such 
persons of ye family of! Purefey as lie buried in this chapel whose 
monuments are decayed." This list gives Thomas died 1392. 
William died 1446. John died 1447. John died 1500. Thomas

*died 1530. Ralph died 1550. The probability, however, is that 
these dates are incorrect owing to the decayed state of the 
original monuments; for we know from the inquisitions post 
mortem that Ralph Purefey died on 10 March, 1554; his father

2Nichols Hist, of Leices., IV, p. 591.
• 3Dugdale Hist, of Warwickshire, I, p. 54.
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Thomas died on 12 May, 1539, and John Purefey, father of the 
said Thomas, died on 14 February, 1512; moreover, if Thomas 
Purefey had died in 1392, he could not have purchased the 
reversion to Fenny Dray ton in 1397 as recited in the fine of that 
year.

Burton, writing in 1622, tells us that there were at that time 
the following monuments of the Purefey family in the church : 4

1. A flat alabaster tomb on which is graven quarterly the 
arms of Purefey and Wellesburgh with this inscription " Hie 
jacet Johannes Purefey armig' dominus de Dray ton et Elisabetha 
uxor ejus qui Johannes obiit 1511."

2. Upon another flat alabaster tomb is graven the arms of 
Purefey quartered with Wellesburgh and impaled with Fitz- 
herbert, circumscribed thus: "Here lieth the body of Thomas 
Purefey, esq., lord of Drayton and Wellesburgh, and Margery 
his wife, which Thomas died 1542."

3. Upon another flat alabaster tomb Purefey impaled with 
Bingham, with this epitaph : " Here lieth the body of Ralph 
Purefey, esq., son and heir of Thomas Purefey, esq., deceased, 
and Anne, wife of the said Ralph, daughter and co-heiress of 
Richard Bingham of Watnow, in the county of Nottingham, and 
of Anne his wife, sister and heiress of Sir Richard5 Strelley, 
knight, which Ralph died 1550."

4. Upon another alabaster monument raised from the 
ground, Purefey impaled with Vincent, with this inscription: 
" Here lieth the body of Nicholas Purefey, esq., son and heir 
apparent of Ralph Purefey, esq., and Jane, wife of the said 
Nicholas, daughter of George Vincent of Peckleton, in the county 
of Leicester, esq., which Nicholas died 1543."

I think it is evident that in his account of the monuments 
in Fenny Drayton church Nichols copied Burton's description 
of these monuments without verifying them for himself; for the 
inscription on the tomb of Nicholas Purefey (no. 4) as given by 
Burton and Nichols, does not agree with the existing original; 
and if, as Nichols says, this monument, except the west end, was 
hidden under the pulpit, how could he have read it ? This

^Burton's Leicestershire, ed. 1777, p. 86. 5 rectius Nicholas.
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monument has now been moved to the east end of the south 
aisle, and the inscription runs : " Here lieth Nicholas Purefey 
a(nd) Jane his wyfe son a(nd) heire apparent of Rauf Purefey, 
esquyer a(nd) one of the co-heyres of Richard Bynghame esquyer 
disceassed and also of Nicholas Strelley knyght late of lynby 
disceassed which Nicholas Purefey dyed the XXth daye of Octo 
ber in the yeare of O(ur) lorde God a thousand CCCCCXLV."

Of the three alabaster incised slabs mentioned by Burton and 
Nichols only one remains in the floor of the north aisle with very 
faint traces of a man in a loose robe with his wife on his left side; 
at the man's feet are depicted 8 sons and at the lady's feet 7 
daughters. The inscription round the edge is now quite 
illegible.

We know very little about Fenny Drayton before the end of 
the 13th century. At the time of the Domesday Survey, about 
1086, a certain Aelmar held 5| carucates (about 600 acres) of land 
under the king, to whom it had reverted from earl Aubrey of 
Northumbria who had relinquished his English estates and had 
retired to Normandy. 6

The manor of Fenny Drayton must subsequently have been 
granted by the king to one of the Beaumont earls of Leicester, 
and on the partition of the Leicester inheritance after the death of 
Robert, earl of Leicester, in 1204, must have been apportioned 
to Saer de Quincy, earl of Winchester, in right of Margaret, his 
wife, one of the two sisters and co-heirs of the last earl of 
Leicester; for Roger de Quincy, earl of Winchester, son of Saer 
and Margaret, died on 25 April, 1264, and in the extent of knight's 
fees taken after his death in 1270, it was found that the earl had 
died seised of one knight's fee in Fenny Drayton, held under him 
by two sub-tenants, Ralph de Lodyngton, whom Nichols calls 
Idyngton, and John Heuse (Hussey). 7

The chief lordship of Fenny Drayton, after the death of 
Roger de Quincy, passed to his daughter and co-heiress Margaret, 
countess of Derby, and from her to her younger son William 
Ferrers of Groby, in whose family it remained as parcel of their 
portion of the honor of Winchester.

ev.C.H. Leic., I, p. 312. 7Inq. p.m. I, p. 257.
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Of the two demesne tenants, Lodyngton and Huese, it is 
probable that Lodyngton alone was the resident lord of the manor, 
and his moiety of the manor passed to a certain Adam de Welles- 
burgh, by his marriage with Matilda the daughter and heir of 
Ralph de Lodyngton. Adam de Wellesburgh and his wife 
Matilda were in possession of Matilda's moiety of the manor in 
1284/5, and their descendants held it until 1397, when John 
Wellesburgh sold the reversion to Thomas Purefey.

The pedigree of Wellesburgh cannot be set out accurately 
from the materials available, but it seems probable that John 
Wellesburgh, who sold the reversion in 1397, was nephew or 
cousin of a certain John Wellesburgh who left three daughters 
as his co-heirs, and that he married the eldest daughter Elisabeth. 
Nichols says that Thomas Purefey married the heiress of Welles 
burgh; he may have done so, but there is no documentary evidence 
of the fact, and if Thomas had married the heiress of Welles 
burgh, why should he have purchased the use of the arms of 
Wellesburgh which he would have been entitled to use through 
his wife under any circumstances?

Eight generation of Purefeys appear to have made Fenny 
Drayton their place of residence. In 1593 George Purefey died 
leaving an only daughter Joyce as his heir, Joyce had married a 
distant connection Edward Purefey, of Shalston, co. Bucks. 
Edward Purefey had succeeded to the manor of Shalston, which 
descended to him from his ancestor William Purefey, who married 
Marian, the daughter and heir of Alan Ayete of Shalston, and died 
in 1466. Edward Purefey died on 15 March, 1595, and his relict 
Joyce on 31 August, 1596, leaving a numerous family. The 
monuments in the chancel of Fenny Drayton church were erected 
by Joyce Purefey. The eldest son George Purefey married three 
times. 1. Mary, daughter and co-heir of Sir Valentine Knight- 
ley, knight, of Fawsley, co. Northants. 2. Dorothy, the sister 
of Edward, earl of Norwich. 3. Jane, relict of Sir Thomas 
Glover, knight, and daughter of Francis Roberts, esq. It 
is to Jane that we owe the handsome monument now in the north 
aisle of Fenny Drayton church.

- By his first marriage George Purefey had, with other 
children, a son also named George, who succeeded through his 
mother (daughter and one of the co-heirs of Sir Valentine
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Knightley, knighj:), to an estate at Wadley in Berkshire, which 
came to her from her mother's family the Unions of Wadley. 8 
The mansion at Wadley thus became the residence of the Pure- 
feys, though they continued' in possession of their manor of Fenny 
Drayton. This George Purefey the younger was nominated as one 
of the intended Knights of the Royal Oak in 1661, his estate 
being supposed to be worth £3000 a year, but he died in the same 
year and was buried at Drayton. His son and successor was a 
third George, who married Katherine, one of the daughters and 
co-heirs of Sir Henry Willoughby, baronet, of Risley, co. Derby, 
by whom he had a son Henry, baptised 14 August, 1656, who was 
created a baronet 4 Dec., 1662, in his father's lifetime, and when 
he was only 6 years of age. 9 The reason for this is not very 
apparent, even if we accept one author's explanation that the 
father had lost his reason. Sir Henry is best remembered at 
Fenny Drayton by his having given a bell inscribed with his name 
and the date 1684 to the church there. He died without issue, 
and probably unmarried, on 19 August, 1686, when the baronetcy 
became extinct.

The will of Sir Henry Purefey, bart.,dated 12 August, 1686, 
was proved P.C.C. 7 May, 1687, [161, Foot] by his executor Sir 
Willoughby Aston, bart., of Aston, Cheshire. Sir Henry 
bequeathed his lands, &c., in Norfolk to his first cousin Wil 
loughby Gray, gent., son of Anne, daughter and co-heir of Sir 
Henry Willoughby, of Risley, co. Derby, bart., by her first 
husband the Hon. Anchitel Gray, second son of Henry, earl of 
Stamford, on condition that he paid the mortgage of £3000 
charged upon them. To his first cousin Mrs. Magdalen Burdet, 
daughter of the said Anne Gray, he left his lands in the forest of 
Gisbourne, co. York; and to his first cousin Sir Willoughby 
Aston, bart., Sir Henry bequeathed all his lands, tenements, 
advowsons of churches and hereditaments in Drayton [i.e., Fenny 
Drayton] in co. Leicester charged with the payment of two mort 
gages thereon, one to Sir Robert Pye for £2000 and the other 
for £1700 to Mr. Best and Mr. Tracy, or one of them.

The residue of his lands in Wadley and elsewhere, co. 
Berks., Sir Henry bequeathed to his cousin and executor Sir 
Willoughby Aston, bart., subject to his discharging a mortgage 
of £10,000 due to Anthony Keck, esquire.
8cf. The Union Inventories by J. G. Nichols, 1841. 
9The Complete Baronetage by G. E. C.
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From the above will we may reasonably conclude that Sir 
Henry Purefey died largely in debt; his properties at Fenny 
Drayton and elsewhere were all bequeathed to members of his 
mother's family subject to the payment of his debts, and unless 
some portion of the Fenny Drayton estate was entailed on a 
member of the Purefey family, it is evident that Sir Henry was 
the last of the Purefey family to own Fenny Drayton. We 
know from the monument of Samuel Bracebridge on the north 
wall of the north aisle of the church that he purchased the lord 
ship and manor of Fenny Drayton in 1706. He died 10 Xov., 
1736.

Nichols IV, p. 592, says that "in 1703 an Act was passed to 
enable trustees to sell certain lands, etc., for the payment of the 
debts of Francis Purefey, who in 1706 aliened the lordship of 
Fenny Drayton to Samuel Bracebridge." This sentence is mis 
leading. It is true that the said Act received the royal assent 
on 30 March, 1702-3, but the Act recites " that the said Francis 
Purefey had died in the preceding year and had made a will in 
the month of May before his death which was duly executed and 
proved in Ireland, where his widow was living." There is no 
documentary evidence to show1 that this Francis Purefey had any 
interest whatever in Fenny Drayton.

We rarely find in a small village church such a series of 
decorative monuments as at Fenny Drayton. Apart from these 
monuments, the interior would have a plain and unattractive 
appearance.

The twin recesses in the north wall of the chancel claim first 
attention. They were erected by Joyce Purefey and are dated 
1596 on the imposts. There is a stern Roman treatment in the 
shallow recesses and inscriptions of the lower portion reminiscent 
of work carried out before the Christian era; and above this 
severe band the sculptor, imbued with a fine decorative sense, 
has effected a thoroughly clever scheme. Obviously, he required 
considerable space for his lengthy L,atin inscriptions, but the long 
panels resorted to are incorporated in a splendid piece of design 
in which the series of emblazoned shields and the long panels are 
ingeniously knit together with strap work, scrolls and rosettes. 
Enhanced by the rather severe moulded arches and unfluted en 
gaged columns these monuments form a lovely piece of colour and
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craftsmanship. With the exception of the"framing and base courses, 
which are in saiftlstone, the whole of the monument is executed 
in alabaster. Each recess is 5' 6" wide, and the total width and 
height of the whole monument are 14' 8" and 11' 7" respectively. 

The long inscriptions on these monuments can be read in 
Nichols' History of Leicestershire IV, p. 594.

The monument to the memory of George Purefey and two 
of his three wives was erected by his third wife Jane, widow of 
Sir Thomas Glover, kt., and daughter of Francis Roberts, esquire. 
The figure of Dorothy, the second wife, is omitted, possibly 
because she had no children.

It occupies the north-eastern angle of the north aisle and is 
a typical English Renaissance memorial. Six detached pseudo- 
Corinthian columns standing on a double tier of square panelled 
bases support a moulded entablature, the frieze being enriched 
with cherubs' heads, shields, rosettes and characteristic orna 
ments. In the lowest stage there are three sculptured panels. 
That facing west contains a figure representing a child kneeling, 
the only one by the third marriage; in the westernmost of the 
two panels facing south, are represented the eldest son and his 
wife, both kneeling on cushions, and in the easternmost the three 
surviving younger children.

The effect of the principal figure, that of George Purefey 
recumbent in armour, is! somewhat marred by the presence of the 
central shaft, and the figures in the upright panels above and 
behind it (representing the two wives, kneeling) are somewhat 
out of scale, but the two large marble panels forming the ceiling 
or soffit of the canopy make a delightful study of heraldic em 
blazonment and strongly appeal to an artist.

The structure is built of alabaster, except the six circular 
columns which are of marble. The total height to the top of 
the cornice is 11' 2", length 8' 2" and width 4' 8" at base.

The date of the monument is 1631.
The monument in the south-east angle of the south aisle 

consists of an alabaster slab 6' 0" long x 2' 9" wide and 4£" 
thick, with bevelled and moulded edges, standing upon a rect 
angular alabaster base with a plinth ef sandstone. The total 
height is 2' 11".
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The figures of Nicholas Purefey and Jane, his wife, depicted on 
the slab, are particularly interesting and of great merit, and illus 
trate the splendid and refined effect which it is possible to obtain 
from a mere incised line of slightly varying width filled in with 
black mastic. The general arrangement of the design is most 
satisfactory and the spacing of the ornament and general 
" pattern " are very pleasing.

Nicholas is depicted in armour of the period. Jane is por 
trayed in a flowing robe of simple outline and arrayed in a 
necklace, belt with rosary and little satchel. The head-dress is 
of ingenious and picturesque shape. A delightful touch is added 
in the way the right hands of the husband and wife are joined,

Table tombs generally stood isolated, or at most with 
one side abutting upon a wall. This one was evidently made 
for and intended to occupy a position similar to that in which it 
stands, for the projecting bevelled edge of the slab occurs on two 
adjacent sides only; there are no return mitres. Two bevelled 
edges contain an inscription of raised letters, while it will be 
noticed that the completion of the inscription at the foot of the 
slab is in incised lettering on a flat surface (see illustration).

It is unfortunate that the shield at the head of the slab is 
blank—the sole drawback to the beauty of the design. The skil 
fully drawn band of ornament has evidently been designed with 
the intention of the arms being inserted.

The western face of the base contains a quasi-arcade filled in 
with sculptured engaged figures, probably intended to represent 
the five children. Each one is a delightful study. Two carved 
angels act as supporters to a shield bearing the arms of Purefey 
impaling Grimsby, Wellsborough and Vincent, with one other 
coat which Nichols did not know.

The northern end is occupied by a similar shield with angels 
as supporters on either side.

The moulded stone plinth course appears to be of later date, 
but the moulding is probably copied from the original.

The inscription on the slab has been given already on 
page 91.

The illustrations are from photographs taken by Messrs. 
Alfred Newton and Sons, of King Street, Leicester.
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Appendix

Feudal Aids, vol. Ill, p. 97. [A.D. 1284—1285]. Fees of 
the earl of Leicester.

Adam de Wenlesburgh [Wellesburgh] holds Wenlesburgh of 
Hugh de Herdebergh, and the said Hugh of the aforesaid earl 
for half a knight's fee.

Ibid. p. 99, Fees of Winchester.
John de Euse [Hnssey] and Adam de Wendlesbergh hold in 

Drayton one fee of William de Ferrers, and the same William holds 
of the king in chief.

Coram rege roll 142, Mich., 23 Edward I, 1294, m. 12, 
Warwick.

Simon de Brully and Joan, his wife, Adam de Whelesberwe 
and Matilda, his wife, and Margaret the daughter of Agnes de 
Lodington demand against Amabil the daughter of Walter de 
Lodington 15 acres of land in Wilmnndecote as the right of Joan, 
Matilda and Margaret, and into which Amabil has no entry except 
by Walter de Lodington, to whom Ralph de Lodington, the father 
of the said Joan and Matilda and uncle of the said Margaret, 
demised them for the term of life of Walter.

De Banco roll 142, Easter, 30 Edward I, 1302, m. 89 d.,
Leyc.

Adam de Welesberwe and Matilda his wife demand against 
Hugh Husee a messuage with appurtenances in Fenny Drayton 
as their right by a writ of entry. Hugh asks to see the title". A 
day was given them at Michaelmas.

Assize Roll 468, 8 Edward II, 1314, m. 1, Leyc.
The assize came to recognise whether Matilda who was the 

wife of Adam de Whelesbergh, Thomas de Whelesbergh, William 
de Ferrers and John son of Hugh Husee disseised Ralph of Drayton 
and Agnes his wife of their free tenement, namely, a messuage 
and a moiety of a virgate of land in Fenny Drayton. The jury 
decide that the defendants did no disseisin.

De Banco roll 204, Hilary, 7 Edward II, 1314, m. 77 d., Leyc.
William de Stok y. Thomas son of Adam de Whelesbergh 

in a plea of assault at Sibbesdon.
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Lay Subsidy 133-2, 6 Edward III, 1332. Fenny Drayton.
From Thomas de Whelesberewe 4s. Lucy de Est 4s. Nicholas 

atte Yate 2s. Leur son of Gilbert 8s. R'ichard atte Stole 3s. 
John son of Save 4s. William Balle 3s. Thomas Palmer 18d. 
William in the hyrne 2s. Ralph de Templo 8s. Robert de Leyre 
2s. 6d. John Philip 20d. Total sum of tax 38s. 8d.

N.B.—In the Subsidy of 1327 Lucy de Est appears as Lucy de 
Heuse, she was the relict of Hugh Hussey who was dead in 1321.

Fine, Quindene of Trinity, 9 Edward III, 1335.
Between Thomas de Whelesbergh and Beatrice, his wife, 

plaintiffs, and John le Botiller, defendant of the manor of Wheles 
bergh. The manor is declared to be the right of John le Botiller, 
who granted it to Thomas and Beatrice and the heirs of Thomas 
for ever.

Patent roll, 4 August, 1338.
Pardon to Thomas de Whelesberwe for the trespass which 

he committed, in not having taken the order of knighthood as 
required by the king's proclamations and respited to him for the 
same until the return of the king from beyond the seas or further 
order.

N.B.—This was known as the " distraint of knighthood" 
incumbent on persons having over £20 a year in land.

Fine, Trinity, 17 Edward III, 1343.
Between Roger, bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, plaintiff,, 

and Thomas de Whelesberwe, defendant of the manor of Wheles 
berwe. The manor is declared to be the right of the bishop who 
granted it to Thomas de Whelesberwe for life, and then to Thomas, 
son of the said Thomas, and Margaret his wife and to the joint 
issue of Thomas and Margaret, in default of such issue, to the right 
heirs of Thomas son of Thomas de Whelesberwe for ever.

Assize roll 1488, Easter, 51 Edward III, 1377, m. 3, Leyc.
The assize came to recognise whether John de Whelesbergh 

and Elisabeth, his wife, Bertram de Staunton and John Makeneys, 
chaplain, disseised Cornelius de Wirley and Katherine his wife of 
4 marks of yearly rent in Shustoke, co. Warwick. The recognitors 
come and say that a certain John de Whelesbergh, formerly the 
husband of the said Katherine, was seised of the tenements whence 
the said rent arises, and granted the tenements to Alexander Ferour 
of Shustoke and others for their lives reserving to himself and his 
heirs the said 4 marks of yearly rent. Afterwards the same John 
by his charter granted the aforesaid rent and other lands and 
tenements to Richard of Bulcote, parson of the church of Man- 
cestre; Roger Aston, parson of the church of Drayton and others 
as trustees. The trustees gave the rent to Katherine, after the 
death of John de Whelesbergh, for her life, she married Cornelius 
de Wirleye, and the reversion was settled on Elisabeth, Margery 
and Joan, daughters and heirs of John de Whelesbergh, formerly 
husband of the said Katherine. Cornelius de Wirleye and Katherine 
were in seisin of the said rent until John de Whelesbergh, now
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one of the ̂ defendants, forbade the tenants to pay. It is adjudged 
that Cornelius de Wirleye and Katherine recover their seisin of the 
said rent.

Lay Subsidy 133-29, 4 Richard II, 1381. Poll Tax. Fenny 
Dray ton.

From Cornelius de Wyrley, esquier, and Katherine his wife, 4s. 
,, William Selleg, servant, 4d. 
„ Joan, his maid, 12d.

Nicholas Galby and Matilda his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.
Richard, his son, servant, 8d.
Dionisia, his daughter, servant, 8d.
Joan, his servant, 12d.
John de Atturton and Margery his wife, labourer, 18d.
Agnes Hasulwood, labouring woman, 8d.
Thomas Harvy and Joan his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.
Juliana Carter, widow, 12d.
Joan de Persona, servant, 12d.
Thomas atte gate and Anne his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.
Joan, his servant, 8d.
Simon Skotte and Agnes his wife, carpenter, 2s. 4d.
Peter Smyth and Margaret, his wife, smith, 2s. 4d.
Robert Burdet and Katherine his wife, husbandman, 3s.
William, his servant, 8d.
Elena Swon, cottager, 8d.
Cecily Odam, cottager, 6d.
Margery Attegate, labouring woman, 12d.
Richard Wythe and Margery his wife, labourer, 18d.
Philip Galby and Joan, his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.
Ralph, his servant, 6d.
Thomas in to hyrn and Margery his wife, husbandman, 2s. 6d.
William Carter and Emma his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.
John, his servant, 12d.
Thomas Galby and Cecily his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.
Thomas, his son, 9d.
Agnes, his daughter, 9d.
John Kemme and Agnes his wife, husbandman, 2s. 6d.
John de Roteby and Julia, his wife, husbandman, 20d.
Lucy Russel, widow, farmer, 12d.
Adam Bayly and Alice his wife, husbandman, 2s.
Katherine, his daughter, 6d.
William Clerke and Margery his wife, husbandman, 22d.
Margery de Nethurcote, widow, land holder, 12d.
Thomas, her son, 4d.
Robert Galby and Rose his wife, husbandman, 2s.
John de la Halle and Matilda his wife, husbandman, 3s.
Thomas, his servant, 8d.
Thomas Clerke and Joan his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.
Margery, his daughter, 8d.
Isabel, his daughter, 8d.
Katherine, his daughter, 8d.
Margery in the hyrn, widow, lOd.
John Engleys and Agnes his wife, husbandman, 2s. 4d.
Thomas, his son, servant, 8d.
John Odam and Amice his wife, husbandman, 2s.
Richard de Bakusterleye and Alice his wife, husbandman,

2s. 2d.
William, his servant, 8d. 
John de Caldcote and Petronilla his wife, labourer, 20d.
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From William Eastlake and Alice his wife, 2s. 6d. 
Matilda, his daughter, 8d.
John Ledbeter and Katharine his wife, workman, 18d. 
Agnes Boyse, labouring woman, lOd. 
Joan, her daughter, servant, 8d.
Richard Dawe and Cecily his wife, husbandman, 2s. 6d. 
John, his servant, 8d.
John Russell and Matilda, his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d. 
William, his servant, 8d. 
Alice, his maid, 8d. 
Henry Page, servant, 12d.
Thomas Stafford and Margery his wife, husbandman, 18d 
Thomas son of Margery, labourer, 12d. 
John Galby and Alice his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d. 
Elen, his daughter, lOd. 
Matilda, his daughter, lOd.
Thomas de Schepey and Agnes his wife, husbandman, 2s. 8d.

Sum total of tax, £5.
Fine, Michaelmas, 21 Richard II. 1397.

Between Anketin de Howeby, Thomas Purefey and Thomas 
Wavere, chaplain, plaintiffs, and John Whellesbnrgh and Elisabeth, 
his wife, defendants of the manors of Fenny Drayton and Whelles- 
bergh. John and Elisabeth acknowledged the aforesaid manors to 
be the right of Thomas Purefey, and for this acknowledgment the 
plaintiffs granted the said manors to John Whellesbergh and 
Elisabeth to hold of the plaintiffs and the heirs of Thomas Purefey 
for the whole lives of John and Elisabeth at a yearly rent of one 
rose at the Nativity of St. John the Baptist and by doing the service 
due to the chief lords of the fee on behalf of the plaintiffs and the 
heirs of Thomas Purefey. And after the deaths of the said John 
Whelesbergh and Elisabeth the manor will wholly remain to the 
plaintiffs and the heirs of Thomas Purefey for ever.

N.B.—The fine of Michaelmas 1397 is important for it vested 
the reversion of the manors of Fenny Drayton and Whellesburgh 
in Thomas Purefey and his heirs.

Fine, Easter, 9 Henry IV. 1408.
Between Thomas Purefey and Katherine, his wife, plaintiffs, 

and Walran Appulby and Elisabeth, his wife, defendants of the 
manor of Fenny Drayton. Walran and Elisabeth acknowledged the 
manor to be the right of Thomas Purefey and Katherine, with a 
warranty from Walran and Elisabeth and the heirs of Elisabeth 
for ever.

N.B.—Elisabeth the wife of Walran Appulby was probably 
the daughter and co-heir of John de Whelesbergh and the relict of 
the younger John de Whelesbergh.

De Banco roll 663, Mich., 5 Henry VI, 1426, in. 165, Leyc.
Norman Babyngton and Ralph de Leek, esq., v. Thomas 

Seagraye, of Scalford, gent., William Purefey, of Drayton, gent., 
and William Norreys, of Lutterworth, gent., in pleas of 10 marks 
each.

Inquisition p.m. John Purfrey, File 27-41, taken at Leicester 
on 26 September, 4 Henry VIII, 1512.

The jury say that John Purfrey held no lands of the king in 
chief in the county of Leicester on the day he died, but they say
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that long hffore his death he was seised of the manor of Fenny 
Drayton called " Purfrey manor" held of Thomas, marquis of 
Dorset, lord de Ferrers of Groby, by service of a moiety of one 
knight's fee, worth £10. Also of the manor of Welsburgh, in his 
demesne as of fee, held of the king, as of the honor of Leicester, 
parcel of the duchy of Lancaster, by service of a moiety of one 
knight's fee, and worth £12.

John Pnrfrey died on 14 February last past. Thomas Purfrey 
is his son and next heir and aged 40 years and more.

Fine, Michaelmas, 24 Henry VIII, 1532.
Between Thomas Purefey, esq., Ralph Pnrefey and Nicholas 

Purefey, the younger, plaintiffs, and George Wynter, gent., and 
Anne his wife, defendants of a toft, croft, 20 acres of land, 3 of 
meadow, 4 of pasture and 1 of wood in Drayton. The property is 
declared to be the right of Thomas Pnrefey with warranty against 
the heirs of Anne.

Exchequer Inquisition p.m. Thomas Purefey, File 61-76, 
31 Henry VIII, 1539.

The jury say that Thomas Purefey was seised of the manor 
of Wellisburgh, and the whole lordship of Wellisburgh, containing 
in itself 600 acres of pasture, 200 acres of meadow, 300 
and 19 selions of land and one selion called " a Pyk" 
in Wellisburgh, formerly called Jakes' land and now called Foules- 
land. They also say that Thomas Purefey was seised in his demesne 
as of fee of the manor of Fenny Drayton called " Purefey manor 
and Hussye manor" and 16 messuages, 6 cottages, 1000 acres of 
land, 200 of meadow, 300 of pasture and 40 of wood in Fenny Dray 
ton, and by his charter dated 20 July, 28 Henry VIII [1536] enfeoffed John Staysmore and John Rudyng therein (except 8 messuages, 
etc.) to the intent that they should make estate before 24 August 
then next following to Thomas Purefey and Margery his wife and the longer liver of them, then to the use of Ralph Purefey for life, 
the remainder to Nicholas Purefey, son and heir of Ralph, and his 
lawful issue. The manor was held of Henry, marquis of Dorset 
by fealty and worth 40 marks. Thomas Purefey died on 12 May 
last [1539]. Ralph Purefey is his son and heir and aged 50 years.

Ex inquisition p.m. Nicholas Purefey, gentleman, taken at 
Nottingham 29 Sept., 38 Henry VIII, 1546, Series II, Vol. 75, 
no. 10.

Ralph Purefey, father of Nicholas, seised in his demesne as 
of fee of the manors of Flabrugh and Schelton and 10 messuages, 
500 acres of land, 100 of meadow, 100 of pasture and 100 of wood in Flabrngh, Shelton and Bramcote, enfeoffed therein Antony Fitz- 
herbert, Henry Sacheverell, John Villiers, and Nicholas Strelley of 
Strelley, knights, John Stayesmore and Francis Cokyn, esquires, 
Richard Waterton and Michael Purefey of Wellesborough, gents., to 
hold to them, their heirs and assigns to the use in certain indentures 
dated 20 July, 27 Henry VIII [1535] made between George Vincent, 
esquire, of the one part, and Thomas Purefey, esq., and the afore 
said Ralph Purefey, son and heir apparent of the said Thomas 
Purefey, of the other part, by virtue whereof the said feoffees were 
seised of the said manors, &c., to the use of Ralph, son of Thomas
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Purefey, for term of his life, and after his death to the use of 
William I'urefey, third son of Ralph, for term of his life, and after 
the deaths of both Ralph and William, to the use of the aforesaid 
Nicholas I'urefey and his lawful issue. And on 4 Feb., 27 Henry 
VIII [1535-6] by reason of an Act of Parliament [of Uses] the said 
Ralph became and still is seised of the said manors, lands and 
tenements in his demesne as of frank tenement [i.e., by the Statute 
for converting uses into possession]. Further they say that Ralph 
Purefey and the said William his son still live, namely at Drayton 
in the county of Leicester. And the said Nicholas, being so seised 
of the reversion of the said premises, died.

Nicholas Purefey died on 22 October, 37 Henry VIII [1545] 
and George Purefey is his son and next heir and is aged 10 years 
and upwards at the time of taking this inquisition.

Nicholas died seised also of a moiety of a fourth part of the 
manor of Button super Lound • and a fourth part of the 
manor of Oxton and 2 parts of the manor of Hucknall alias Durty 
Hucnall and Owthwayte, and a moiety of a fourth part of the said 
manor of Hucknall.

Nicholas by his writing dated 1 August, 37 Henry VHI [1545] 
granted to his daughter Anne Purefey an annuity of £3 6s. 8d. 
issuing ex the moiety of a fourth part of the manors of Sutton 
super Lound and Oxton.

Exchequer inquisition p.m. Ralph Purefey, File 107-63, 
taken at Leicester on, 21 June, 3/4 Philip and Mary, 1555.

The jury say that Thomas Purefey, the father of the said 
Ralph, was seised of the manors of Wellisburgh and Fenny Drayton, 
and so seised, granted to Michael Purefey, his 3rd son, brother of 
Ralph, 4 messuages and certain lands in Fenny Drayton, to hold to 
Michael, his heirs and assigns, which Michael is still living. 
Thomas Purefey also gave to Hugh Purefey, his son, lands in 
Fulfen and Hassakweell, which Hugh is still living. And Ralph 
Purefey gave to his sister Isabel Purefey an annuity of 26s. 8d. 
ex lands in Drayton for her life; also to William Purefey, 2nd son 
of Ralph, an annuity of £5 for his life ex the manor of Wellis 
burgh. Ralph Purefey also held a capital messuage in Muston 
and a messuage and 8 virgates in Hose called " Nevylles land," 
also a messuage and 3 virgates of land in Shackerston.

Elizabeth the wife of Ralph Purefey is still living at Ratcliff.
Ralph Purefey died on 10 March, 1 Mary, 1554. George 

Purefey is his kinsman and next heir, viz., son of Nicholas, son of 
the said Ralph, and aged 20 years and 10 months.

The manor of Fenny Drayton and the premises in Drayton 
were held of the honor of Winchester by a moiety of one knight's 
fee, by fealty and suit of court at Michaelmas yearly and a rent 
of 12d. yearly.

Inquisition p.m. George Purefey, File 238-89, taken at 
Hinckley on 23 May, 36 Elisabeth, 1594.

The jury say that George Purefey died seised of the manors 
of Fenny Drayton, Wellisburgh, Muston, and Atterton and the 
advowson of the church of Drayton and 20 messuages, 2 mills, 900 
acres of land, 240 of meadow, 600 of pasture, 20 of wood and 13s. 
rent in Drayton, Wellesburgh, Atterton, Muston, Witherley, Lind-



FENNY DRAYTON

ley, Shackerston, Newton, Nethercote, Bottesford and Normanton; 
also of 4 messuages, 80 acres of land, 20 of meadow, 180 of pasture 
and 20 of wood in Heanor, Codnor and Locko, co. Derby. On 
1 May, 1583 George Purefey settled his properties on Edward 
Purefey and Joyce the eldest daughter of George Purefey and wife 
of the said Edward Purefey, and on George Purefey, the eldest 
son of the said Edward and Joyce.

George Purefey died on 31 August, 1593, without male issue. 
Joyce the wife of Edward Purefey is sole daughter and heir of 
George and 33 years old in 1594, and lives at Drayton.

Inquisition p.m. Joyce Purefey, late the wife of Edward 
Purefey, esquire, File 248-19, taken at Leicester on 10 March, 
39 Elisabeth, 1597.

The jury say that Joyce died on 31 August, 1596. George 
Purefey, aged 12 years, 11 months and 10 days, is the son and heir 
of Edward Purefey and Joyce.

Edward Purefey, husband of Joyce, and father of George 
Pnrefey, had died on 15 March, 1595. He was the son and heir of 
William Purefey of Hollingbourne, co. Kent, esquire.

N.B. The will of Joyce Purefey was proved P.C.C. 20 October, 
1596, 69, Drake. She wished her body to be buried in the chancel 
of the church of Drayton. She gave her lands to her executors for 
21 years to the use of her six younger children : William, Edward, 
John, Elizabeth, Anne and Joan Purefey for their better main 
tenance. She made her uncles Ralph Purefey and Michael Purefey 
her executors and for overseers her uncles Humphrey Purefey and 
John Hales, esquires, Ralph Burton and George Corbyn, gents.

Inquisition p.m. George Purefey, esquire, Series II, File 
445-54, taken at Ailesbury, co. Bucks., on 13 August, 4 Charles 
I, 1628.

The jury say that George Purefey was seised in his demesne 
as of fee tail for him and his lawful issue of the manor of Shal- 
leston, co. Bucks; and of the manor of Drayton, co. Leicester, and 
the manor of Hartes-hnll, co. Warwick. The manor of Drayton 
was held of the honor of Winchester by a moiety of one knight's 
fee and a rent of 2d. and worth £26 13s. 4d. The manor of Hartes- 
hull was held of the heirs of Ambrose Cave, esq., by fealty and 
suit of court of the hundred of Hemblingford.

George Purefey died on 3 May last past. George Purefey, 
esquire, is his son andi heir and aged 22 years and more.

Fine, Quindene of St. Martin, 7 Charles I, 1631.
Between John Francklyne, knight, and John Fetyplace, esq., 

plaintiffs, and George Pnrefey, esq., defendant of the manor of 
Fenny Drayton and 20 messuages, a dovehouse, 14 gardens, 14 
orchards, 100 acres of land, 60 of meadow, 200 of pasture, 30 of 
wood, 20 of furze and heath and 12d. rent in Fenny Drayton. The 
premises are declared to be the right of John Fr-ancklyne, kt. and 
his heirs, and the plaintiffs gave the defendant £200.
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Fine, Quindene of Easter, 1653.
Between John Hales, esq., Christopher Hales, esq., and 

William Greeke, esq., plaintiffs, and George Purefey, the younger, 
esq., defendant of the manor of Fenny Drayton and 15 messuages, 
10 cottages, 800 acres of land, 200 of meadow, 300 of pasture, 200 
of wood and common of pasture in Fenny Drayton, Higham, Linly, 
Atterton and, Witherley. The premises are declared to be the right 
of John Hales, esq., and his heirs, and the plaintiffs gave the 
defendant £1200.

Fine, Three weeks from St. Michael, 1656.
Between William Darcy, knight, Francis Pigott, esq., and John 

Fettiplace, esq., plaintiffs, and George Purefey, the younger, esqr,. 
and Katherine his wife, defendants of the manor of Fenny Drayton 
and 20 messuages, 10 cottages, 20 gardens, 20 orchards, 500 acres of 
land, 200 of meadow and 300 of pasture in Fenny Drayton. The 
premises are declared to be the right of William Darcy, kt., and 
his heirs, and the plaintiffs gave the defendants £700.

Lay Subsidy 240/279, 22 Charles II, 1670. Hearth Tax.
Drayton ini the clay [Fenny Drayton].

Mr. Edward Hynton 6 hearths
Mr. Fowler [the rectory] 4
Henry Litle 1
Humphrey Cart, senior 1
George Chaplin 1
Humphrey Cart, junior 1
George Bennett 2
William Hunt 1
Matthew Gee 2
William Smith 1

John Adams 
Abraham Hardy 
John Wright 
Robert Brown 
William Bennett 
William Longsloe 
John Longsloe 
Widdow Fox 
William Wood 
John Darby

1 hearth 
. 1

2
1
2
1
1
1
1
2

Thomas Oberry [Arliury] 2 hearths, one for the forge.

These are discharged by legal certificate 
Widow Hulker, 1~ hearth 
George Collins, 1 „

Viewed by us William Hunt, constable.
Daniel White, deputy collector.

N.B.—In 1662 king Charles II was granted by Act of Parlia 
ment 2 shillings yearly on every fire-hearth in England and Wales, 
to be paid in equal payments at Michaelmas and Lady-day. Those 
persons inhabiting houses of a value less than 20s. yearly were 
exempt. The tax was so unpopular that in April, 1689, the Act was 
repealed.



Pedigree of Purefey of Misterton,
William Purefey, of Misterton, co. Leicester = 

Assize roll no. 1332. m 12. Leyc : 33 Edward I, A.D. 1305. 
Fines. Hillary, 1306, re land in Lutterworth ; and Hillary, 1308, William Purefey

and Amice his wife re lands in Misterton and Ullesthorpe.
Lay Subsidies 133-1, 1327. William Purefey, taxed 4s. 6d. and 133-2, 1332, taxed 

6s. for lands in Misterton. Died circa 1336.
Philip PIT

Close roll 22 March 1
Fine. Trinity, 1348. Philip Purefey re land in Misterton. 
Assize roll no. 1449. 30 Ed. III. m 32 Leyc: 1356. Disseisin in Dadlington. 
De Banco roll 411. Mich. 36 Ed. Ill, m 121, Leyc : 1362. Philip Purefey, re land in Miser 
J.P. co. Warwick, 1364-1377. Held the manor of Shirford jure uxoris. 
J.P. co. Leicester, 1354-1361. _______________Died ciral

William Purefey = 
. of Shirford and Misterton.

Fine. Mich. 1385. Purchased lands in Chester Waver, co. Warwick. 
J.P. co. Leicester, 5 July, 1389. co. Warwick, 9 July 1392.

purchased the ra 
in Fenny D

William Purefey = Margaret, dau. of 
Will. Chetwind, 
of Ingestre, kt.

so tablet iii

William Purefey = Margery, dau. & heir of Alan

Inq. p.

Inq. p. IT 
Will proved

jure uxoris of Shalston. 
m. Died on Saturday before 
Palm Sunday, 1466.

1 
Philip Purefey 

aged 24 in 1466. 
i. Died 14 Sept. 1468. 
P.C.C. 8 June, 1470.

Ayete,

Isabella = 
dau. of John 
Brome, of 

Baddisley Clinton, 
co. Warwick.

of Shalston, co.

John Denton. 
2nd husband.

Bucks. Pura; 
Fen i?

he

John Purefej=

I I
John Purefey Nicholas Purefey. William Purefey. 
aged 10 in 1468 
all mentioned in their father's will and all died s.p. before 1491.

Katherine Brayfield = Nicholas Purefey = Ac
3rd wife. Sold the manor of

Shirford. 
Fine Mich. 1545. 

Died 18 Feb. 1547.

Edward Purefey = Anne, dau. of Richd. Fettiplace, 
of Basilsleigh, co. Berks.

Died 6 June, 1558.

Nicholal
Died 16 August, 1568. Inq. p.m. Did 

1545.1. 
Willam Purefey = Cicely, dau. of John Goodwin,

of Winchendon, co. Bucks, 
died 5 July, 1595. Inq. p.m.

Edward Purefey
born 13 Sept. 1555.

Died 15 March, 1595.

Mary, dau. and heir of Sir Valentine Knightley, knight 
1st wife. 
She died 18 April, 1617.

Inq

George Purefey
aged 12 years, 11 months

in 1596.
Died 13 May, 1628, 

aet. 45.
Anne, dau. and co-heir of Sir Thomas Glover, kt. = George Purefey = Anne, dau. and oo-

1st. wife.

George

Died in 1661. 
[Nichols]

2nd wife, died s

called " the younger'' in fines of 1653 and 1656, 
re the manor and lands in Fenny Drayton.

Purefey = Katherine, dau. and co-heir o

Henry
Baptized 14 Aug. 1656.

Created a baronet 4 Dec. 1662.
Died s.p. 19 August, 1686.



r'oi, Fenny Drayton and elsewhere.
? Amice.

>urefey = Margaret, dau. and heir of John de Shirford,l, 1337.

fcterton. 

orca 1377.

of Shirford, co. Warwick.

Thomas Purefey = Katherine ? dau. of John Wellesburgh. IK reversion of a manor 
»y Drayton in 1397.

William Purefey = 
Died in 1446. I 

so tablet in north aisle of 
Fenny Orayton Church. I

John Purefey
died in 1447.

tetin north aisle of Fenny Drayton church.

Elisabeth = Richd. Knyghtley, of
Fawesle, co. Northants.

'inhased the Hussey Manor in
•any Drayton in 1495 [Nichols].

Inq. p.m. Died 14 Feb. 1512.

John Purefey = Joan Wistow, of Peatlyng.
[Nichols].

Thomas Purefey = Margery, dau. of Ralph Fitz-herbert, kt.,aged 40 and more in 1512. 

Inq. p.m. Died 12 May, 1539.

of Norbury, co. Derby. 
[Nichols].

Mice Denton. Anne. dau. and 
1st wife. co-heir of Richard 

Bingham, of Wat- 
now, co. Notts, by 
Anne, sister & co 
heir of Nicholas 
Strelley, kt., of 
Linby, co. Notts. 

1st wife.

: Ralph Purefey = 
aged 50 in 1539. 
of Muston, jure

uxoris.
Inq. p.m. Died 

10 Mar. 1554.

Elizabeth. Michael Purfey = Joyce, dau. and co-heir 
2nd wife. of Caldecote, of John Hard wick,

co. Warwick, 
died 21 July, 1570

of Lindley, esq. 
She died 6 March, 1585.

AiS Purefey = Jane, dau. of George Vincent, = Will. Faunt, of Foston.
of Peckleton. 2nd husband. 

. Died 22 Oct. 
i4i. v.p.

George Purefey = Elisabeth, dau. of Thomas Whethill, of Sheepy. aged 10 years in 1545. 
1.1. Died 31 August, 1593.

Joyce Purefey
sole heir, 

aged 33 in 1593. 
Iiq. p.m. Died 31 August, 1596.

Dorothy, sister of Edward, lord Denny.
2nd wife No issue. 

Jane, dau. of Francis Roberts.
3rd wife. She died 8 Jan. 1664.

l>heir of Francis Darcy, of Brentford, co. Midd. 
ie s.p.

l£ of Sir Henry Willoughby, of Risley, co. Derby, kt.



FENNY DRAYTON 105

Rectors of Fenny Drayton, co, Leicester.

The abbot of Lyre is patron of the church of Draiton, the parson 
is Master W. de Langeton, instituted by H. now bishop 
[of i Lincoln] paying from old time seven shillings to the 
aforesaid abbot.

[Rot. Hug. Welles, Matriculus, Cant. & YorkSoc. I, p. 248.]

Ralph of Draitone, chaplain, presented by brother J. de Capella, 
the prior of Hinckley, procurator general in the diocese 
of Lincoln for the abbot and convent of Lyre, to the 
church of Dreitone, inquisition having first been made by 
R. the archdeacon of Leicester, by whom, etc., he was 
admitted.

[Ibid. II, p. 318, anno XXIII, A.D. 1231.]

Walter de Insula.

John of Winton, sub-deacon, presented to the church of Drayton, 
void by the resignation of Walter de Insula, clerk, by 
Brother Andrew, procurator of the abbot and convent of 
Lyre, is canonically instituted rector.

[Rot. Grosseteste, Lincoln Rec. Soc. XI, p. 434, A.D. 1249.] 

William of Croft.

Robert de Makestak', chaplain, presented by Brother Andrew 
proctor general in England of the abbot and convent of 
Lyre, to the church of Draiton', on resignation of William 
de Craft. Instituted in the 1st year of Bishop Gravesend 
[1258-9.]

[Gravesend's Roll, mem. 1.]

Nicholas de Normannia.
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William de Leycestr', acolyte, presented by Brother Reyner de 
Jarieta, proctor general in England of the abbot and 
convent of Leyra, to the church of Drayton', on the death 
of Nicholas de Normannia. Instituted ides March, in the 
5th year of bishop Dalderby [1304-5], at Tingehurst.

[Reg. ii, f. 200d.]

William de Beland, parson of the church of Fenny Drayton.

[De Banco roll 279, Mich., 3 Edward III, m. 154, 1329.]

Sir William de Aton", rector of Dalyngton', presented (patron 
not given) on resignation of Sir William de Byland, for 
the sake of an exchange. Commission to institute given 
to the master of the hospital of St. John of Xorh't', 
dated 4 id. May, 1330, at Wodestok'. Certificate of 
institution, dated 6 kal. June at Norh't', and exhibited to 
the bishop of Lincoln, 12 kal. August, at Wodestok'. Inqui 
sitions were made by the archdeacons of Leicester and 
Northampton.

[Reg. iv, ff. 185, 185d.]

Robert Sturnmyn', deacon, presented by the king by reason of 
the temporalities and advowsons of alien churches being 
in his hand, on account of the war with France, to the 
church of Draiton' iuxta Eton', on death of Sir William. 
Instituted 17 kal. August, 1349, at Newerk'.

[Reg. ix, f. 342d.]

Roger de Aston', priest, presented by the king, to the church 
of Fennydraton', on resignation of Robert Sturmyn, for 
the sake of an exchange with the church of Hauersham, 
Lincoln diocese. Instituted 15 kal. March, 1350[-1], at 
the Old Temple, London'.

[Ibid. f. 349d.]

Roger de Walden', presented by the king, to the church of 
Drayton'. Instituted 25 April, 1376, at Oxford.

[Reg. x, f. 264d.J
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Master John Qedmore, rector of Burton in Kendale, in the juris 
diction of the archdeacon of Richmond, presented by the 
king, on account of the temporalities of the alien abbey of 
Lyre being in his hand because of the war with the French, 
to the church of Feny dray ton', on resignation of sir Roger 
Walden'. Instituted by commission to the said arch 
deacon, dated 26 May, 1385, at Sleford' castle. The cer 
tificate of institution, dated 2 June, at London, was 
exhibited by master John, 24 July, at Louth Park.

[Reg. xi, f. 200d.]

Reginald Jurdon', rector of North Bemflote, London diocese, 
presented by the same patron, on resignation of sir John 
Dedmore, for the sake of an exchange. Instituted 7 
September, 1386, at Nettilham.

[Reg. xi, f. 204.]

John Poumfret, clerk, presented by the same patron to the 
church of Fenydrayton,' on resignation of sir Reginald 
Jurdan'. Instituted 14 December, 1393, at Stow Park, 
in the person of John North, chaplain, his proctor.

[Reg. xi, ff. 226, 226d.]

Matthew West, priest, presented by the king to the church of 
Drayton', by Sybbeston', on resignation of sir John 
Pontfret. Instituted 18 October, 1406, at the Old Temple, 
London.

[Reg. xiv, ff. 142d., 143.]

John Excestr', vicar of Enefeld', London diocese, presented by 
the same patron to the church of Fenny Drayton,' on 
resignation of Matthew West, for the sake of an exchange. 
Instituted 18 July, 1409, at Sleford'.

[Ibid. f. 156.]

Alexander Benet, rector of Anendorset, Coventry and Lichfield 
diocese, presented by the prior and convent of the house 
of Jesus of Bethlem by Shene, to the church of Fenny- 
drayton', on resignation of John Excetr', for the sake of
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an exchange. Instituted by commission to the bishop of 
Coventry and Lichfield, dated 18 June, 1416, at Sleford' 
castle. Certificate of institution by Walter Bullok, licen 
tiate of laws, canon of Lichfield, vicar general of the 
bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, ' in remotis agente', 
dated 25 June, at Pollesworth'. On 28 June, at Sleford', 
came Edmund Stafford", sir Alexander's proctor, and 
exhibited the letters certificatory of institution.

[Ibid. f. 186d.]

Nicholas Bis, chaplain, presented by the same patrons to the 
church of Drayton', on death of Alexander Benet. Insti 
tuted 14 Sept., 1418, at Sleford.

[Ibid., i. 198.]

John Colle, rector of Fordham, London diocese, presented by 
the same patrons to the church of Fenny dray ton', on 
resignation of Nicholas Bys, in the person of William 
Aylyf, his proctor. Instituted 19 June, 1419, at Sleford.

[Ibid., f. 202.]

John Byrstowe, priest, presented by the same patrons, to the 
church of Fenydrayton', on resignation of sir John Colle. 
Instituted 13 January, 1419[-20], at Lincoln.

[Ibid., f. 204d.]

John Helsdoun', priest, presented by the same patrons to the 
church of Fenydrayton', on resignation of sir John 
Brystowe. Instituted 22 September, 1422, at Lidyngton'.

[Reg. xvi, f. 96d.] 

Sir John Este.

Sir William Wartyr, priest, presented by the same patrons to the 
church of Drayton', on death of sir John Este: Instituted 
18 May, 1462, at Oxford.

[Reg. xx, f. 216.]

Sir Thomas Wodecote, rector of Stapylford Abbots, London 
diocese, presented by the same patrons to the church of
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Draytou, on resignation of sir William Wartyr, for the 
sake of an exchange. Instituted 27 June, 1467, at London.

[Ibid., f. 220d.]

Sir Robert Letheley, chaplain, presented by the same patrons to 
the church of Feny Dray ton', on resignation of sir Thomas 
Wodecote. Instituted 1 March, 1490[-l], at Lydington', 
reserving a yearly pension of £4 to the said Thomas.

[Reg. xxii, f. 213.]

Richard Hyde, M.A., presented by the priory of Jhesu of 
Bethelem of Shene to the church of Fenny Drayton, on 
resignation of Robert Leytheley. Instituted 7 June, 
1522.

[Reg. xxvii, f. 146cl.]

John Falowfeld, priest, presented by the same patrons to the 
church of Fenny Drayton, on death of Richard Hyede. 
Instituted 4 May, 1523.

[Ibid., f. 147.]

Anthony Purfrey, priest, presented by the same patrons to the 
church of Fenny Drayton, on resignation of John Falow 
feld. Instituted 4 February, 1525.

[Ibid., f. 148d.]

Sir Thomas Kyng, B.A., presented by the same patrons to the 
church of Fenny Drayton, on death of Master Anthony 
Purfrey. Instituted 17 March, 1526.

[Ibid., f. 149.J

William Dewsnapp compounded for the first fruits of the rectory 
of Fenny Drayton, 13 December, 1553.
He is mentioned as rector of Sybsdon and Fennydrayton 
in Parker MS. 97, f. 49.

John Barbor, clerk, presented by George Purefey, of Draytonne, 
co. Leicester, esquire, to the church of Dray ten als Fenny 
Drayton, on resignation. Instituted 10 Elizabeth [1567-8].

[Reg. xxviii, f. 114d.]
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Appointment by John Barber, clerk, rector of Fyniedrayton in 
the archdeaconry of Leicester, of John Dightonne, public 
notary, and William Grene, literate, as his proctors to 
resign his said rectory into the hands of the bishop. Sealed 
with the seal of John Chippingdale, commissary and 
official of the archdeaconry of Leicester. Dated 19 Sep 
tember, 1582.

[Resignation Bonds, 1582, m. 14.]

Sir Anthony Nutter, clerk, presented by George Purefey, of 
Fennydrayton, esquire, to the church of Fennydraiton, on 
resignation of sir John Barber. Instituted 20 October, 
1582, at Buckden.

[L.R.S. ii, p. 44; P.D. 1582, no. 17.]

Edward Lynne, clerk, S.T.B., presented by George Purefey, 
esquire, to the rectory or church of Fennie Draiton, on 
deprivation of Anthony Nutter. Instituted 9 August, 
1605, within the manor of Buckden.

[Reg. xxx, f. 260.]

Robert Mason, clerk, B.A., presented by George Purefey, 
esquire, to the rectory or church of Fennydraiton, vacant. 
Instituted 17 September, 1606, within the manor of 
Buckden.

[Ibid., f. 291.]
Robert Mason rector in 1614.

[L.C., f. 124.]

Nathaniel Stephens, clerk, presented by George Purefey, esquire, 
to the rectory of Dray ton. Instituted 26 July, 1638.

[Bishops' Certificates, Canterbury.]

Thomas Fowler, clerk, presented by George Purefey, esquire, 
p.j., to the rectory of Dray ton, on deprivation of 
Nathaniel Stephens. Instituted by Josia Pullen, commis 
sary in this part during the sickness of the bishop, also 
licenced to preach the word of God within the diocese of 
Lincoln, 29 January, 1662.

[Reg. xxxii, f. 25d.]
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Rector in 169& [L.C., f. 85d.]

Thomas Clendon, clerk, M.A., presented by John Clendon, 
esquire, for this turn, to the rectory of Fenny Drayton, in 
the county of Leicester, Lincoln diocese, on death of 
Thomas Fowler, clerk. Instituted 13 May, 1708.

[Reg. xxxvi, p. 75j

John Ryder, clerk, M.A., presented by John Seward, of Badsey 
in Worcestershire, gentleman, in full right for this turn 
only, to the rectory of Drayton otherwise Fenny Drayton 
in Leicestershire, on death of Thomas Clendon, clerk. 
Instituted 4 January, 1737.

(Reg. xxxviii, p. 341).

Philip Bracebridge, clerk, B.A., presented by king George the 
2nd for this turn by virtue of the promotion of Doctor John 
Ryder to the Bishoprick of Killala, in Ireland, to the 
rectory of Fenny Drayton, co. Leicester, on resignation 
of Doctor John Ryder. Instituted 5 February, 1741.

[Ibid., p. 408.J

Thomas Liptrott, clerk, M.A., presented by Samuel Brace- 
bridge, esquire, the true patron thereof, to the rectory of 
Fenny Drayton, co. Leicester, on death of Philip Brace- 
bridge, D.D. Instituted 28 September, 1762.

[Reg. xxxix, p. 10.J

Samuel Robert Highmoor, clerk, M.A., presented by Samuel 
Bracebridge Abney of Lindley Hall, co. Leicester, esquire, 
undoubted patron, to the rectory of Fenny Drayton, co. 
Leicester, and Lincoln diocese, on death of Thomas 
Liptrot, clerk. Instituted 9 June, 1797.

[Ibid., p. 634.J

Samuel Bracebridge Heming, clerk, M.A., was admitted and 
instituted to the rectory of Fenny Drayton in the county
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of Leicester and diocese of Lincoln, on the death of Samuel 
Robert Highmoor, on the petition of the said Samuel 
Bracebridge Heming of [blank], on his petition in full 
right, 2 November, 1824.

[Reg. xl, p. 339.]

1857 Rev. John E. Colyer.

1876 Rev. T. D. C. Morse.

1878 Rev. John M. Clarke, M.A.

1905 Rev. Jenkyn Edwards.

L.C. = Liber Cleri.
L.R.S. = Lincoln Record Society.
P.O. = Presentation Deed.
Reg. = Lincoln Episcopal Register.




